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ACTION ARA-20 
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068146 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2158 
INFO USCINCSO 

CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 0752 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, BL 

SUB J : CHURCH SPEAKS OUT ON ECONOMIC MEASURES AND 
COCHABAMBA INCIDENTS 

REF: LA PAZ 716 

1. ON FEBRUARY 2 THE PERMANENT COMMISSION F THE BOLIVIAN BISHOPS 
CONFERENCE CALLED ON THE GOB TO REVISE ITS ECONOMIC DECREES TO 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE "REAL NEEDS" OF THE WORKERS AND CAMPESINOS. 

2. THE COMMISSION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE OF THE BOLIVIAN BISHOPS 
CONFERENCE ON THE SAME DAY DIRECTED A LETTER TO PRESIDENT BANZER 
PROTESTING THAT NOT ALL PEACEFUL MEANS HAD BEEN EXHAUSTED BEDORE 
THE GOB AUTHORIZED THE USE OF FORCE TO CLEAR CAMPESINOS FROM 
COCHABAMBA'S ROADS. THE COMMISSION QUOTED "EYE WITNESS "REPORTS 
THAT ALMOST ONE HUNDRED CAMPESINOS WERE KILLED, WITHOUT JUDGING 
THE ACCURACY OF THESE REPORTS. THE COMMISSION TOOK EXEPTION TO 
PRESIDENT BANZER S EXHORTATION OF JANUARY 31 TO A GROUP OF CAMPESINOS 
TO KILL EVERY EXTREMIST WHO APPEARS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. THE COMMISSIO 
N 

REGRETTED "THIS ABUSE OF AUTHORITY WHICH INDISCRIMINATELY ENDANGERS 
HUMAR LIFE". THE LETTER ASKED THE GOB TO ENTER INTO A SINCERE 
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ECONOMIC MEASURES. 

3. THE SEVENTH DIVISION ISSUED AN OFFICIAL REPORT ON THE 
COCHABAMBA INCIDENTS LISTING 13 CAMPESINOS KILLED, 10 WOUNDED 
AND 21 EXTREMISTS CAPTURED. 

4. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN BLE TO DETERMINE THE 
EXTENT OF CASUALTIES IN COCHABAMBA ALTHOUGH THE 100 MENTIONED BY 
THE COMMISSION SEEMS HIGH (ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
CORROBORATING REPORTS THUS FAR). THE CHURCH'S STATEMENTS ARE 
HARDER HITTING THAN APPEARS CUSTOMARY AND CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
AY BE IN FOR STRAIN IN THE DAYS AHEAD. 

STEDMAN 
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